
Con Law Big Picture

Step Three: Individual Rights
 Sources of Protection

Of Individual Rights, From Federal & State Government

Individual
With Constitutional Right

Federal
Executive or Congress

State
Any Branch, State or Local

π

Major
Trial Rights

Speedy Trial, 
Jury, Notice, 

Process, Counsel, 
No Self-Incrimination

Compensation 
for Taking

Of Private Property for 
Public Use

Search & 
Seizure

No Unreasonable S & S

Right to 
Bear Arms

Other 
Jury Rights

Grand Jury & 
Jury in Civil Cases

Speech & 
Association

Press, Religion, 
Assembly, Etc.
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Freedom 
from Slavery

& Badges or 
Incidents of Slavery

Equal 
Voting Rights

On Basis of 
Race or Color

Retroactive Laws
1. Impairment of Contract
2. Ex Post Facto Laws
3. Bills of Attainder (No 
Trial)
4. Other Retroactive Laws

Some Protection
1. Contract: No Direct Prot.
2. Article I, Section 9
3. Article I, Section 9
4. Due Process Clause in 5th

Direct 
Protection

1. Article I, Section 10
2. Article I, Section 10
3. Article I, Section 10
4. Due Process in 14th 

Rights As 
State Citizen

Privileges & Immunities

N/A

Art IV: No 
Discrim.

Right to Work, 
Fundamental Rights

Rights as 
Nat'l Citizen

Privileges & Immunities

N/A

Procedural 
Due Process

Life, Liberty or Property 

Equal Protection
No Discriminatory 

Classification

Indirect
No Equal Protection Clause

But Due Process in 5th 

Fundamental 
Rights

Privacy, Voting, Travel,
1st Amendment Rights

Excessive 
Punishment
No Cruel & Unusual, 

Fines & Bail

Arbitrary or 
Irrational

No Irrational Laws 
or Gov't Acts
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